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Upon < 


ferers by Fire a 
DN. 2 


Thomas Sheirſon, Fohn Hodgſon, and Miles Sandys, Eſquires, Juſtices of the Peace for Our ſaid County ; 
Day of February laſt, betwixt the Hours of Ten and Eleven in the Day-time, 


To all and ſingular Arch-Biſhops, Biſhops, Arch- 
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2.00 


NM? 2095. 


We: 1LLIAM the Third, by the Grace of GOD, of a. Scotland, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, &c. 
þ 2d 4 acons, Deans, and their Officials, Parſons, Vicars, Curates, and all 

{32 other Spiritual Perfons; and alſo to all Juſtices of the Peace, Mayors, Sheriffs, Rayliffs; Conſtables, Church- Wardens, 
8 Chapel-Wardens, Headboroughs, Collectors for the: Poor, and their Overſeers; And alſo to all Officers of Cities, 

8 Boroughs, and Towns-Corporate, and to all other Our Officers, Miniſters, and Subje&ts, whatſoever they be, as well 
& within Liberties as withaut, to whom theſe Preſents ſhall come, Greeting : 


Whereas it hath been Humbly Repreſented to Us by the Petition of Elle» Fobnſon, Iſabel Ti hbowipſon, Sarah Thompſon, 


William Garner, Thomas Parkinſon, Charles Jackſon,'2nd Robert Fletcher, on behalf of themſelves, and many others, Suf- 


FE - bang in Our County Palatine of Lancaſter; and alſo by a Certificate made at the General Quarter-Seſlions of the Peace 
-palde t Laneal 


nat aforeſaid, in and for the ſaid County, on the Third Day of May, in the Tenth Year of Our Reign, under the 
ands and Seals of Our 'Þ ruſty and 'Welkbeloved Wiltsm We p Fon Warren, Thomas Waller, Edward Wilſon, John Perwick Charles Riphy, 


That on Monday the Twenty firſt. 
there happened in the Church.ſtreet in the ſaid Town a ſudden, 


dreadful, and Jamentable Fire, (the Violence whereof increaſing by reaſon of a very great Wind,) which flamed exceedingly for ſeveral 


"Hours, and could not be quenched till Two of the Clock in the Morning of the Day following, 
 Dwelling-houſes, and other Edifices and Buildings of the ſaid Sufferers, bur alſo a great part of their 


having then laid in Aſhes not on!y the 
Houſhola Proviſions and Goods were 


conſumed, waſted, and burnt ; the Lols ſuſtained ghereby, ( upon a moderate Computation ) amounting to above Two thouſand One hun- 


'dred and Twenty Pounds, as appeared to Our fai 


uſtices, not only by the Oaths of the ſaid Sufferers, but alſo ſeveral Maſons, Carpenters, 


' Glaſiers Plaiſterers, >maiths, and other Workmen , who carefully Viewed the ſaid Ruines, and made an Eſtimate thereof: So that the ſaid 


poor Sufferers are utterly Im 


Chriſtians. 


poveriſhed, and ( by this ſudden Calamity ) become fir Objects for the Charity of Pious and Tender-hearted 


\ And therefore, Have humbly beſought Us to Grant unto them Our Gracious Licenſe and ProteRtion, under Our Great Seal of England, 
to Authorize and Enab:e them to Ask and Receive the Charitable Contributions and Benevolence of all Our Loving Subjects within Our 
Kingdom of England ; into which, their Humble Requeſt We have condeſcended. Anctl do in a veculiar manner Recommend them to the 
Pious and Charitable 'Lnoughts of Our faid Loving Subjefts ; not dotibting, but when their Diſtrefied Condition ſhall be made known, they 
will (in Compaſlion to their Great Suffe:ings ) do tor them on this ſad Occaſion that which they expe irom others, if they were reduced 
into the like Condition. : | 
| Know yt theretv?e, That of Our Royal Favour and Princely Compaſſion, We have given and granted, and by theſe Our Letters Patents 
tinder Our Great Seal oF En7gia, do give and grant anto the ſaid por Sufferers of Lancafter atorefaid, and to their Deputy and Deputies, 
the Bearer and Beare:'s hereof, Authorized and Deputed in that behalf, (as afterwards in theſe Preſents is appointed) full Power, Licenſe and 
Authority, to Ask, Gather, Receive and Take the Alms and Charitalfle Benevolence of all Our Loving Subjects, not only Houſholders, but 
alſo Servants, Strangers, and others, in all and every the Counties, Citigs, Cinque-Ports, Towns Corporate, Univerſities, Boroughs, Priviledged 
Chapelries, Towns, Villages, Hamlets, and all other Places Pier wha within Our Kingdom of England, and Town of 
Berwick upon Twced, -zawards the. Support and Relief of the ſaid Pog&Diſtreſled Snfferers. | FRFIEE | 
| TOhercioze We Require and Command you, ang. every. of. you, "That at fuch 'Time and Times as the Deputy and Deputies, the Bearec 
yand Bearers hereof, ſhall com®and repair t any of Four CtuFhes, Chapels, or Aſſemblies for Religious Worſhip, to Ask and Receive the 


Places, Pariſhes, 


' Alms and Charitable Benevolence of Our faid Loving Sukjedts, .quiptly to 


ermit and ſuffer them fo to do, without any manner of your Lets 


' or Contradiftions, And you the ſaid Parſons, Vicars and Curates, upon | an Lord's Day ſoon after theſe Our Letters Patents ſhall be pro- 
duced, or the true Copies thereof tendred unto you, or the {aid Church-Wardens or Chapel-Wardens reſpectively, ſhall deliberately and aff 
tionately Publiſh and Declare the Tenor of the ſame unto Our ſaid Loving Subjefts ; and, by the molt prevailing Arguments,Excite,Perſua 
| and Stir them up, to extend their Liberal Contributions towards their ſaid Great Loſſes. 
| Aid, to the Intent all Our good Subi:C&ts of Ability, of what Perſwaſion foever, may not exempt themſelves from Contributing to all Wor ks 
” of Charity, We do hereby Charge ant! Command the Preachers and Teachers of all Congregations and Aſlemblies, that meer together tor 

Religius Worſhip, to Publiſh theſe Our Letters Patents as aforeſaid. . 
,. And youthe ſaid Church Wardens, C hapel-Wardens, Collectors for the Poor, and their Overſeers, and all Officers of Congregations and 
'" Aﬀemblies for Religious Worſhip, are Ec:eby Required to Collect the Alms of Our faid Loving Subjects; and the Sum and Sums of Money 
Collefted by Virtue hereof, to Endo. fe 1;pon theſe Our Letters Patents, or the ſaid Copies, in Words at length, and not in Figures ; together 
allo with the -Names of the Counties, Cities, Towns, Pariſhes, Chapelries and Places reſpe&ively , wherein, and the Time when, ſuch 


Sums were gathered: Which Endorfem2nts are 


to be Subſcribed þy the Miniſters and your ſelves, and alſo to be entred into your Books of 


Accompts for the ſaid Pariſhes, Chap-]ries and Places reſpectively. And you are alſo to deliver all the ſaid Monies, with all the ſaid Copies, 


unto the ſaid Bearer and Bearers hercof, (Authoriſed as herein 15 Ap 
Required, but to no other Perſon or Perſons 
| Acquittances, ſhall be your ſufficient Diſcharge for 


ointed) whenſoever you ſhall be by them, or any of them, thereurto 
whatſoever : Whoſe Receiving thereof, together with their or any of their Acquittance or 
ſo doing. Which ſaid Bearer and Bearers hereof are hereby Willed and Required, upon 


Receint of the ſaid Monies, forthwith to pay the fame, and deliver all the faid Copies unto Our Truity and Well-beloved, The Honourable 
Re Ga Eſq; Sir Foſeph Tyley Knight, Vice-Chancellor of the Dutchy and County-Palatine of Lancaſter 5 Roger Kirkby Eſq, Wiliam Wft 
High-Sheriff of the County-Palatine of Lancaffer , Thomas Waller Eſq; Mayor of the Town and Borough of Lancaſter ; Charles Rigby, Thomas 
Sheirſon, Thomas Foſter, and Fobn Hodgſon, Flquires 3 Robert Heyſham Merchant 3 William Patten, Robert Lawſon, and Auguſtin Greenwood, Gene 
dlemen ; whom We do hereby Canfticate and Appoint Commiſſioners and Fruſtees of the ſaid Charity, wich full Power to them, or any 


Five or more of them, to Appoint Collefors, and to di 
them ſhall ſeem Juſt and Equal. 
and laſtly, Our Will and Pleaſu 
ſaid Church-Wardens, Chapel-Wardens, 
and Authoriſed ſo to do, by Deputation under 


of them. 


Jn CUitueſs whereof, 


and no longer. (Ultnels Our Self ar Weſtminſter the Fourteenth Day of May, in the Tenth Year of Our Reign. 


GOD Save the KING. 


dl... 


ſtribure the Money amongſt the Sufferers, in ſuch Proportion to their Loles, as ro 
re is, That no Perſon or Perſons whatſoever ſhall Colle& or Receive the ſaid Monies of or from the 
ColleCtors for the Poor, and their Overſeers, or any of them, but ſuch only as ſhall be Appointed 
the Hands and Seals of the above-named Commithoners and Truſtees, or any Five or more 


We have cauſed theſe Our Letters to be made Patents, and to continue for One whale Year from Mia/ummer next, « 


Fall, 


S ——_—_ 


— 


--- 


In the SAY O7: Printed by Edward Jones, for William Fall dwelling in Weld-fireet, 16 9 8. 
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